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North Korea is a young nation with a turbulent history.In the 1950s North Korea instigated one

of the most destructive wars of the entire twentieth century. In the 1960s it was briefly held up

as the model of a successful socialist state, but by the 1990s its economy was in freefall. While

the nation's venerated "Dear Leader" raced to develop nuclear weapons, the North Korean

people were caught in the grip of a terrible famine.The so-called Hermit Kingdom has a

population of just 22 million, yet it boasts the fourth largest army in the world. Its latest leader,

Kim Jong Un, has the power to destroy entire cities, but almost nothing is known about

him.With a history of war, assassinations, and apocalyptic threats, North Korea fascinates and

terrifies the world.Discover the history of North Korea in fifty bite-sized chunks

From BooklistIn this introduction to triangles, squares, circles, and rectangles, Albert and

Wanda join a crew of rodent friends on an icy pond for some geometric “mice skating.”

Melmon’s bright, simply drawn cartoon illustrations help compensate for a perfunctory plotline.

There are also pages of discussion questions and enhancement activities—making the

learning fun (or at least painless) for all concerned. This is a useful addition both to the Mouse

Math series and to the shelf of math concept books for the youngest. Preschool-Kindergarten. --

John Peters --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.From School

Library JournalPreS-Gr 2-These books continue the adventures of mouse siblings Wanda and

Albert as they explore math concepts hidden in brightly colored illustrations. The stories take

them to the ice rink and the attic in their home, and introduce readers to their cousin, Pete. By

listening to or reading about Albert and Wanda's math-centered adventures, early learners see

how to best tackle problems and find solutions. The harmonious and appealing text and

illustrations present many opportunities for discussion of other topics, such as helping others,

staying safe, getting along with siblings and friends, completing chores before play, and

thinking about the best way to solve problems.-Janene Corbin, Rosebank Elementary School,

Nashville, TN;�†2• Copyright 2013. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media

Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable

edition of this title.Review"These books continue the adventures of mouse siblings Wanda and

Albert as they explore math concepts hidden in brightly colored illustrations. The stories take

them to the ice rink and the attic in their home, and introduce readers to their cousin, Pete. By

listening to or reading about Albert and Wanda's math-centered adventures, early learners see

how to best tackle problems and find solutions. The harmonious and appealing text and

illustrations present many opportunities for discussion of other topics, such as helping others,

staying safe, getting along with siblings and friends, completing chores before play, and

thinking about the best way to solve problems."  �School Library Journal � Journalhttp://

booklistonline.com/Mice-on-Ice-Eleanor-May/pid=5881715"In this introduction to triangles,

squares, circles, and rectangles, Albert and Wanda join a crew of rodent friends on an icy pond

for some geometric 'mice skating.' Melmon's bright, simply drawn cartoon illustrations help

compensate for a perfunctory plotline. There are also pages of discussion questions and

enhancement activities �making the learning fun (or at least painless) for all concerned. This is a

useful addition both to the Mouse Math series and to the shelf of math concept books for the

youngest." --Booklist Online � Website --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of

this title.About the AuthorEleanor May is the author of many books for Kane Press, including



several titles in the Mouse Math and Math Matters series. She also writes under the pen

names Nan Walker and Lewis B. Montgomery. She lives with her family in eastern

Pennsylvania. Deborah Melmon has been a freelance illustrator in the San Francisco Bay area

for over 30 years. Among her many picture books are Picnic at Camp Shalom, Speak Up,

Tommy, One Good Deed, and Chicken Soup, Chicken, Soup. Deborah lives with a comical

Airedale Terrier named Mack. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this

title.Read more
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NORTH KOREAIN FIFTY EVENTS By Kaden Lee © Kaden Lee 2018. All rights

reserved.Cover image is used without endorsement under the terms oflicense 4.0. No

challenge to copyright is intended.ContentsPart One: The Birth of a NationPart Two: The

Korean WarPart Three: Rogue NationPart Four: Failed StatePart Five: Rocket ManPart One:

The Birth of a Nation 50 - Japanese OccupationKorea’s importance and influence over the

centuries has often vastly outstripped the country’s relatively diminutive size. Foreign powers

such as the Mongols, China, and Japan looked jealously at the Korean Peninsula and wanted it

for themselves, but despite a succession of invasions and occupations over the centuries the

Korean people always reasserted their independence.By the turn of the twentieth century the

threat posed by the Mongol hordes had long since vanished. China was reduced to a fractured

mass of rival kingdoms absorbed with their own internal squabbles. Western influences were

still minimal. Japan, however, was becoming vastly more powerful and threatening. In the

space of just a few decades Japan had been transformed from an isolated feudal society into a

modern industrialized nation with aspirations towards becoming a global power.Japan’s

growing strength became apparent in 1904/1905 when the Japanese defeated Russia in the

Russo-Japanese war. It was a well-established rule that Western powers crushed their rivals,

but the Japanese stunned the world by defeating the Russians on land and at sea. When the

Japanese navy sunk the Russian Far East Fleet, Russia’s Tsar Nicholas II ordered his Baltic

Fleet to steam some 18,000 miles to avenge the defeat. Shortly after its arrival the Baltic Fleet

suffered the same dismal fate. It was a massive embarrassment for Nicholas, but he had little

choice but to accept that he had been defeated and humiliated.Japan’s victory heralded a

significant shift in power in the Far East. China was still divided and weak; Russia was

humiliated and unable to project any significant power in the region; Korea itself was isolated

and vulnerable. Japan’s military rulers intended to exploit this situation and incorporate Korea

into their empire. They wasted little time. In November of 1905 Japan forced Korea to sign a

treaty which handed over much of Korea’s sovereignty. This was just the beginning. Japan was

by now the dominant power in the region, and in 1910 Korea was formally annexed and any

pretense that Korea might retain her independence was abandoned.Korea was to be

incorporated into the Imperial Japanese Empire and stripped of her unique identity and culture.

This would be no easy task; the Korean people had always been fiercely independent. They

would not easily submit to forgetting their history and becoming one with an age-old enemy.

Japan’s rulers did what they could to force the Koreans to fall into line. Any dissent was

ruthlessly stamped out by the growing power of the Japanese military, and the Korean people

were forced to abandon their language and even take on Japanese names. They were to be

ruthlessly subjugated, treated as second-class citizens within what had been their own country.

Thousands of them were turfed out of the best farms and fishing sites in favor of settlers from

Japan itself.Japanese rule was cruel, but despite this, and in part because of this very brutality,

opposition was never entirely extinguished. The snowy, mountainous terrain of Korea was

almost impossible to police, and from here determined pro-independence guerilla forces struck

out before melting away out of sight. Korea itself, however, was being rapidly transformed.

Japan sought to remake Korea in her own image, and as such Korea soon became the second

most industrialized nation in the Far East, behind only Japan herself.The aggressive

expansionism which saw Korea consumed, but not fully digested, would prove to be Imperial

Japan’s downfall. In 1937 the Imperial Japanese war machine embarked on a badly-misjudged

invasion of China. It was expected that China would collapse under the onslaught, but despite



some spectacular early victories the invasion soon became bogged down into a bloody

stalemate. The Japanese relied heavily on American oil imports to keep their armies moving,

and in July of 1941 the taps were turned off when the American Government, under Franklin D

Roosevelt, imposed an embargo. Rather than attempt to seek peace, the Japanese doubled

down and launched an extraordinarily reckless attack against the US Pacific Fleet at Pearl

Harbor in December of 1941.For a brief time Japanese forces ran riot across the Far East and

the Pacific, and at its peak the Japanese Empire covered one-sixth of the world’s surface.

Korean industry churned out weapons and ammunition in support of the war effort, but the

Korean people were still treated as second-class citizens. A small number of ambitious and

talented Koreans rose to senior positions within the Japanese military, but for the most part

Koreans were treated as little more than slave laborers. As the war turned inexorably against

the Japanese, Koreans were increasingly conscripted into the Japanese Imperial Army. They

were routinely beaten by their superior officers and deployed as cannon-fodder. In this, at least,

they were being treated no differently from the average Japanese soldier. 49 – The Soviet

Union Declares War on JapanBy the summer of 1945 the Japanese Supreme War Council

knew full well they had lost the war. The Japanese Imperial Navy, which in 1941 had been the

third most powerful navy in the world, had been smashed. Their German ally had been

defeated. The Japanese merchant fleet lay in tatters, cutting the Japanese Home Islands off

from their sources of oil. Mass starvation loomed on the horizon, and American heavy bombers

roamed over the Japanese Home Islands almost unopposed, systematically destroying city

after city. On 6 August much of Hiroshima was incinerated in an instant, destroyed by a single

nuclear bomb dropped from a lone bomber.The Japanese, however, still hoped to avoid the

humiliation of unconditional surrender. Japan still held Korea and swathes of territory in

Manchuria and elsewhere across the Pacific. Millions of Japanese soldiers and thousands of

kamikaze aircraft and ships were prepared to defend the Japanese Home Islands. Any Allied

invasion would be enormously costly. American military planners expected casualties to

exceed one-million men. Crucially, Japan was still at peace with the Soviet Union, and the

Supreme War Council hoped to use Stalin, the Soviet Union’s ruthless dictator, as an

intermediary to negotiate a peace that would allow them to hang onto at least some of their

gains.Japanese hopes that Stalin might be the key to some sort of salvation were shattered on

9 August when the armies of the Soviet Union invaded Manchuria. A second devastating blow

followed later the same day when the United States of America dropped another atomic bomb,

this time destroying much of the city of Nagasaki.The Japanese still had more than a million

men stationed in Manchuria, but the best of their armies had already been withdrawn in

defense of the Japanese Home Islands. Those that remained proved no match for the might of

Stalin’s Red Army. While the Japanese fought with their customary ferocity and fanaticism, they

were quickly overrun by an experienced and well-equipped Red Army that was high on

confidence following its victory over Nazi Germany in Europe.
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Koreans were treated as little more than slave laborers. As the war turned inexorably against

the Japanese, Koreans were increasingly conscripted into the Japanese Imperial Army. They

were routinely beaten by their superior officers and deployed as cannon-fodder. In this, at least,

they were being treated no differently from the average Japanese soldier. 49 – The Soviet

Union Declares War on JapanBy the summer of 1945 the Japanese Supreme War Council

knew full well they had lost the war. The Japanese Imperial Navy, which in 1941 had been the

third most powerful navy in the world, had been smashed. Their German ally had been

defeated. The Japanese merchant fleet lay in tatters, cutting the Japanese Home Islands off

from their sources of oil. Mass starvation loomed on the horizon, and American heavy bombers

roamed over the Japanese Home Islands almost unopposed, systematically destroying city

after city. On 6 August much of Hiroshima was incinerated in an instant, destroyed by a single

nuclear bomb dropped from a lone bomber.The Japanese, however, still hoped to avoid the

humiliation of unconditional surrender. Japan still held Korea and swathes of territory in

Manchuria and elsewhere across the Pacific. Millions of Japanese soldiers and thousands of

kamikaze aircraft and ships were prepared to defend the Japanese Home Islands. Any Allied

invasion would be enormously costly. American military planners expected casualties to

exceed one-million men. Crucially, Japan was still at peace with the Soviet Union, and the

Supreme War Council hoped to use Stalin, the Soviet Union’s ruthless dictator, as an

intermediary to negotiate a peace that would allow them to hang onto at least some of their

gains.Japanese hopes that Stalin might be the key to some sort of salvation were shattered on

9 August when the armies of the Soviet Union invaded Manchuria. A second devastating blow

followed later the same day when the United States of America dropped another atomic bomb,

this time destroying much of the city of Nagasaki.The Japanese still had more than a million

men stationed in Manchuria, but the best of their armies had already been withdrawn in

defense of the Japanese Home Islands. Those that remained proved no match for the might of

Stalin’s Red Army. While the Japanese fought with their customary ferocity and fanaticism, they

were quickly overrun by an experienced and well-equipped Red Army that was high on

confidence following its victory over Nazi Germany in Europe. 48 – Japan DefeatedThe

Japanese were at last prepared to endure the unendurable and accept Allied demands of

unconditional surrender. Whether this was a result of America’s devastating new nuclear

capability or the Soviet Union’s invasion of Manchuria is still a matter of debate. It’s likely that

both factors played a part.Senior figures within the Japanese military had been split on whether

or not to continue the unequal struggle against the Allied powers. They called on Emperor

Hirohito to settle the dispute. The man who was regarded by the Japanese people as a living

God elected to bring the war to a close. On 15 August he made a radio broadcast to the

Japanese nation. Demonstrating an astounding talent for understatement he announced that:

“the war has developed not necessarily to Japan’s advantage” and called on the his people and

military forces to accept the terms of unconditional surrender dictated by the Allies in the

Potsdam Declaration.Despite Japan’s hopeless military predicament many officers were

horrified by the prospect of surrender. Japan had not been occupied by a foreign power in

3,000 years, and they preferred to fight on to complete annihilation rather than face the shame

of surrender. An attempted military coup aimed at overthrowing the Emperor failed, but many

elements of Japan’s armies in Manchuria continued to fight on. The Russians, in any case,

continued their advance in order to gain control over as much territory as possible. This

included, on 18 August, amphibious landings in Northern Korea.On 10 August the Americans

suggested to Stalin that Korea be divided in two, with the Soviet Union taking control of the

north of the country and the Americans occupying the south. The offer had been made more in



hope than expectation, so it was to the surprise of many US decision makers that Stalin agreed

to the proposal. Korea was not high on Stalin’s list of strategic priorities for the re-ordering of

the post-war world. He was prepared to give ground here in the knowledge that it would

strengthen his hand in negotiations elsewhere.World War Two finally came to an end with

Japan’s official unconditional surrender on 2 September 1945. The Japanese Home Islands

were to be occupied by the forces of the United States of America. General Douglas

MacArthur, one of America’s most high-profile and influential military leaders, was assigned the

task of overseeing the occupation. Having finally accepted terms of unconditional surrender,

Japan was to be stripped of her overseas possessions, a consequence of waging, and losing,

a war of aggression against the United States of America. The division of Korea between

America and the Soviet Union had already been agreed, but US troops didn’t land in Southern

Korea until as late as 8 September. 47 – Korea DividedJapan’s defeat was a bittersweet

moment for many Koreans. Despite thirty-five years of often brutal oppression, Korean culture

and national identity lived on. The vast majority of the Korean people longed to be free of

Japanese occupation, but rather than seeing Korea restored as an independent nation they

found themselves once again subject to foreign rule. Korea’s suffering was by no means at an

end.The Korean people had no say in how their country was to be divided between the world’s

two new superpowers. Korea was carved up along the 38th parallel north, a line of

geographical latitude 38 degrees north of the equator. The 38th parallel had no particular

geographical, political, or cultural significance in regards to Korea; it was chosen simply

because it conveniently divided the country into two more-or-less equal halves.While the

Americans had perhaps been slightly fortunate to gain control over a sizeable portion of Korea,

the bulk of the industry and infrastructure, the most important port, and the capital city of

Pyongyang were all located within the Soviet-controlled zone. Korea had not been subjected to

heavy bombing during the war, so most of this infrastructure and industry remained in usable

condition. However, the best of Korea’s limited supply of good-quality arable land was to be

found in the south. 46 – The Birth of North KoreaThe United States of America and Soviet

Union were natural ideological enemies. Marxist theory maintained that Capitalism was

inherently corrupt and would inevitably collapse to be replaced by (or destroyed by)

Communism. The alliance between the liberal democracies of the west and Soviet

Communism during World War Two was one of the unlikeliest marriages in history. It was held

together only by a mutual hatred of Hitler’s Nazi Germany.In the months and years following

Nazi Germany’s defeat it was inevitable that the ideological chasm between the United States

and the Soviet Union would become ever-more apparent. Most of the remainder of the

twentieth century would be dominated by this conflict between east and west, and Korea itself

would become an ideological and literal battleground in this struggle for supremacy.At the

Moscow Conference in December 1945 both the Russians and the Americans expressed their

desire to see Korea united and restored as an independent nation within five years. It’s unlikely

that either side believed this to be a realistic possibility. Stalin was on occasion prepared to

allow elections within his client states, but only ever to be contested between Communist

candidates, and even then he would often decide the outcome of the people’s vote in advance.

The American Government itself was by no means averse to installing and supporting dictators

so long as they remained cooperative and amenable to US interests.By 1948 Stalin was ready

to hold elections in North Korea. To the surprise of absolutely nobody his chosen candidate

won a landslide victory, with a fraction under 99% of the population turning out and 99% of

those voting in favor of the man selected by Stalin. That man was Kim Il Sung. Stalin was a

master manipulator, but Kim Il Sung would prove to be an ambitious and difficult man to



control.Kim Il Sung is without doubt, at least at the time of writing, by far the most important

individual in the history of North Korea (officially known as the Democratic People’s Republic of

Korea, or the DPRK for short). North Korean propaganda paints him as by far the greatest

individual there has ever been, or ever will be. Unsurpassed and unsurpassable in every

imaginable respect, Kim Il Sung is said to have been a towering genius in each and every field

of human endeavor. Naturally enough, this extends to the supreme brilliance of his military

mind. Kim Il Sung is reported to have fought and won no less than ten-thousand battles against

the Japanese occupying forces.North Korean propaganda has a tendency towards being wildly

overblown, and simple math suggests that the scale of Kim Il Sung’s military victories are

massively inflated. Quite how effective Kim Il Sung actually was in leading his guerilla forces

against the Japanese occupiers is difficult to establish. However, there is some evidence to

suggest that he acted as an effective leader and a thorn in the side to the Japanese occupiers.

Kim Il Sung was known to the Korean people as a minor folk hero, but at some point following

Japan’s attack on Pearl Harbor in December 1941 he was recruited into Stalin’s Red

Army.Details around this period of Kim’s life remain sketchy, but it seems that he impressed

enough to rise to the rank of major. Certainly he did enough to earn the admiration of Lavrentiy

Beria, a mass murderer in his role as the head of Stalin’s secret police, not to mention a sexual

predator and a possible serial killer in his spare time.When Stalin asked Beria to suggest a

suitable ruler for North Korea, Beria put Kim Il Sung’s name forward. Kim Il Sung would rule

over the DPRK for the next forty-six years, outliving both Stalin and Beria. 45 – Syngman Rhee:

Ruler of the SouthStalin chose a mendacious, cruel, and he believed compliant puppet to take

command of North Korea. This was to be entirely expected of a man such as Stalin, but it’s

difficult to make the case that the man installed as the first president of South Korea (officially

known as the republic of Korea, and often shortened to the ROK) by the United States was any

better.Sygman Rhee was both fiercely anti-communist and well known to the Americans,

having been the first Korean to achieve a doctorate in an American university. He was neither

known nor respected by the Korean people, but his fanatical, almost rabid hatred of

Communism was enough to secure him the top job in South Korea.Rhee was elected as

president on 20 July 1948, and he soon proved himself to be a ruthless authoritarian. He had

his political opponents arrested and executed, suspected communists were brutally tortured,

and any dissent was crushed. His methods were largely indistinguishable from those employed

by Kim Il Sung in the other half of the newly-divided nation of Korea.The US Government was

prepared to tolerate Rhee’s excesses, but the Americans were concerned by their client’s

public desire to unite Korea under his leadership – by force if necessary. Any war in Korea

risked drawing the US and the Soviet Union into direct conflict, something that the Americans

(and Stalin) did not wish to risk. In order to keep Rhee from taking matters into his own hands

the American Government restricted the flow of arms reaching the South Korean military. As a

result Rhee had almost no military aircraft, heavy artillery, tanks, or anti-tank weaponry.While

this policy succeeded in persuading Rhee that an invading his neighbor would not be a good

idea, it had exactly the opposite effect on Kim Il Sung. Part Two: The Korean War 44 – North

Korea Invades South Korea
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